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Priest-Run Business 
Exempt From Tax 


New regulations which apparently 
finalize a tax loophole for church- 
owned distilleries and wineries, were 
promulgated by the Internal Revenue 
Service on July 9. The ruling at- 
tacked by POAU when tentatively 
suggested a year ago by the Treasury 
Department, provides that a religious 
order can be exempted from the tax 
on its unrelated business income from 
anything it produces, provided its 
members p e rf orm sacerdotal func- 
tions. 

Even before the regulation was fi- 
nally promulgated, Senator Olin D. 
Johnston (D.-S.C.) had called for leg- 
islative remedy of this obvious ineq- 
uity. He said in a letter to Senator 
Byrd, chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee: 

“I believe that the unrelated 
business or commercial activities 
of any exempt organization, even 
including a church, should bear 
its proportionate share of all 
Federal taxes. If Section 501 (a) 
and 511 of the Internal Revenue 


(Continued on page 5) 





Quote of the Month 


“Protestants hear the argument for 
distributive justice with one ear, as an 
artificial formulation of a real problem. 
The crux... is free education and 
censored education. Roman Catholic 
education is censored education; is ir- 
responsible education; and is sacrosanct 
(its substantive content cannot be crit- 
icized) .. .. Its graduates are crip- 
pled in the great dialogue of modern 
life. . . . The expansion of Roman 
Catholic-controlled education is a ma- 
jor threat to a free society.” 

—James Hastings Nichols, Univer- 
sity of Chicago’s Federated Theologi- 
cal Faculty, at a forum on “Religion 
in a Free Society,” sponsored by the 
Fund for the Republic, New York, 
May, 1958. 














Cardinal Rejects Appeal; 
Dobbs Ferry School Plan Loses 


An expansion program proposed by 
the Board of Education of Dobbs 
Ferry, N. Y. has been defeated by the 
intransigent opposition of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy—a result made 
clear when a $600,000 bond issue was 
defeated June 24. 

The bonds had already been turned 
down by the voters in two elections— 
last November in the amount of 
$1,675,000 and last March in the 
amount of $970,000. The final at- 
tempt of the Board of Education on 
June 24 would have provided for a 
ten-room addition to the present pub- 
lic school and the acquisition of 12 
acres for a physical education area. 
Consistent opposition of the hierarchy 
was credited with the total defeat of 
the public school forces. 

The coup de grace to the program 
was supplied by Father John B. Con- 
roy, pastor of Sacred Heart Church, 
who advised his parishioners on June 
15 to vote against the bonds. His al- 
leged ground of opposition was that 
the Sisters of Mercy, an order of his 
denomination, were after the same 
property. They wanted it to operate 
a college and a parochial school for 
Father Conroy. Actually, the Sisters 
already had a contract to purchase the 
entire 63 acres in the available site. 

Having succeeded in rushing a new 
zoning called “educational” through 
the City Commission just prior to the 
vote on the bonds, they felt that they 
were safely in. They flatly refused to 
make any concession to the School 
Board for any share of the land what- 
ever. Father Conroy urged defeat of 
the bonds so that the sisters could not 
be required to let the public school 
have part of the land. 

Ask Spellman 
In desperation the School Board ap- 


pealed to Cardinal Spellman to inter- 
vene, They asked “help in resolving 








Cardinal Spellman 


a situation which has, unfortunately, 
injected religion and parochial school 
questions into public school matters in 
our district.”’ 

A statement of Norman Haweeli, 
superintendent of schools in Dobbs 
Ferry, declared that school officials 
were “in a squeeze.” He pointed out 
that the school was already on double 
shift with a large influx expected im- 
mediately from a major housing devel- 
opment. He declared that the Gould 
property for which the sisters had 
contracted was practically the only 
open land left in the confines of the 
district where the public school could 
go, whereas the Sisters of Mercy could 
go anywhere. 

That the appeal to Cardinal Spell- 
man was a waste of time and effort 
was quickly demonstrated. In his re- 
ply his Eminence blamed the Board 
of Education for its “rigid position” 


(Continued on page 3) 





* Editorial ¢ 


The Two Powers 
And the Presidency 


The “two powers” theory as enun- 
ciated by the Popes of the Roman 
Catholic Church and expounded by 
leading theologians of that commun- 
ion, bears close relevance to the prob- 
lem of religion and the Presidency. 

The theory, in brief, is that there 
are two powers, the spiritual and the 
civil. The church is supreme in the one 
and the state in the other. In the case 
of a candidate for the presidency it 
is popular to say that the church con- 
fines itself to the spiritual realm and 
does not attempt to dictate in the 
civil order. Therefore there is no more 
danger in electing a Roman Catholic 
to the presidency than in electing a 
member of any other church. 


In Case of Conflict 


This is altogether too simple. The 
fact is, as Father Lalley of the Boston 
Pilot acknowledged in his Mike Wal- 
lace interview on July 5, that the two 
areas overlap. If there is a “conflict 
of interest” between the civil power 
and the ecclesiastical power, which is 
the Catholic President to obey? 

The inquiring voter is not reassured 
at all by repeated assertions of offi- 
cials of the Roman Church that in 
any such situation the claim of the 
church would prevail. For example, 
the Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 14, p. 
251, says: “In cases of direct contra- 
diction (between church and state 
claims) making it impossible for both 
jurisdictions to be exercised, the juris- 
diction of the Church prevails, and 
that of the State is excluded.” 

The voter wants to know whether 
the Catholic candidate accepts that 
or whether he does not. This was pre- 
cisely the “conflict of interest” issue 
which Justice William J. Brennan re- 
solved by boldly declaring that his 
judicial oath came first. 


Is the State Always Right? 


Are we contending that in any “con- 
flict of interest’”’ between church and 
state, that the state is always right? 
Not at all. There have been and will 
be situations in which believers can 
only say to the state: “We must obey 
God rather than man.” 

Our position is that, in the interest 
of order, the duly elected representa- 
tives of the people must make civil 
decisions and must have the power 
to enforce them. This is true even in 
situations where an objector claims to 
be doing God’s will. 
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The Roman Catholic Church as- 
serting pre-eminence of its own de- 
nominational law over civil law, de- 
clares that a priest cannot be punished 
for a civil offense without permission 
of the church, Protestants and others 
can and do defy the civil power upon 
occasion, but they do not deny the 
right of this power to punish them for 
their defiance. The conscientious ob- 
jector to military service is an ex- 
ample. 

If the state lacked power to punish 
civil infractions, we should have cha- 
os. Conflicting religious philosophies 
would claim precedence over civil law. 
As their claims were progressively 
honored, civil order would disinte- 
grate. The civil power as an “arbiter 
among the sects” is indispensable. 


The Presidency 

The “conflict of interest” has a 
close relationship to the problem of a 
Catholic President. In the diocese of 
Pittsburgh Roman Catholic lawyers 
were recently reminded that church 
law requires them to “clear” every di- 
vorce case with the bishop before 
they may bring it to court. Other dio- 
ceses have a similar statute. 

This law puts every Catholic law- 
yer and his clients, no matter what 
their denomination, under the dicta- 
tion of clerics so far as one area of 
legal practice is concerned. Is not 
Senator Kennedy a lawyer? If the 
Boston archdiocese has this rule, is he 
not bound by it? 

The Roman Catholic Church has a 
medical code which it insists doctors 
must follow. Where it has power to do 
so, as in New York City, it denies 
certain medical facilities to all pa- 
tients when such facilities violate its 
sectarian directives. Are we to have 
this kind of medical practice forced 
on all citizens in public institutions 
by civil officials who take orders from 
the clerics of their denomination? 


An Example 

Even a “spiritual problem” such as 
church attendance might contain a 
“conflict of interest.’’ David Shaw is 
Mayor-elect of Herford, England. One 
of the traditional ceremonies calls for 
a sort of investiture in the local 
Church of England cathedral. Ar- 
rangements were upset because Mayor 
Shaw was not an Anglican (the “nor- 
mal” faith for an English mayor! ) 
but a Roman Catholic. 

The mayor asked the priest for per- 
mission to attend the service but the 
priest refused. The mayor said he 
would try again and was hopeful that 
the curb might be relaxed later on. 
While we have no observances of the 
kind in this country, there are, how- 


ever, services sponsored by various 
denominations which a President more 
or less customarily attends, Are we to 
have a President who has to ask per- 
mission from a priest before he could 
attend a church function? Might not 
such subservience become a habit? 


A Unique Problem 


This is not the problem of a Pro- 
testant President; it is the unique 
problem of a Catholic President. No 
Protestant church is controlled from 
abroad, even nominally. None has for 
its top officials men appointed by the 
head of a foreign state to whom they 
must take an oath of fealty. None is 
headed by a foreign ruler who claims 
to be infallible in matters of faith 
and morals and who himself defines 
the area of his infallibility. 

The Roman Catholic Church, as a 
non-Protestant organization, is in this 
unique situation. There is no sense in 
trying to silence the matter. Here is 
the issue which stirs apprehension in 
the mind of every voter who is asked 
to support a Catholic for the nation’s 
highest post. At just this point the 
voters of all denominations want as- 
surance—just as Justice Brennan 
gave it. 

+ 
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NEWS From Jar and Near 


@ The new Italian Premier, Amitore Fanfani, has publicly pledged to fol- 
low the 1929 Lateran Treaty with the Vatican in his country’s relations with 
the Pope. He also expressed his confidence that the Vatican would respect the 
pact. 


@ A Protestant pastor in East Germany, name given as Hoffman, 
and an elder of his parish named Vogel, were sentenced to 12 months 
in jail for taking up a collection to buy a church bell. Arrested by the 
police of the Soviet Zone, they were charged and convicted of taking 
a “public” collection. 


@ Father Biagio Bailo, an Italian parish priest, has been acquitted of de- 
famation charges brought to couples married in a civil ceremony to whom he 
referred as “living in concubinage.” The judge held that the case differed from 
that involving Bishop Pietro Fiordelli of Prato in that Father Bailo had not 
called specific names. 


@ At an extradition hearing in Los Angeles ordered by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, Andrija Artukovic was charged with numerous 
crimes against Orthodox families in Croatia. Artukovic, minister 
of the interior during World War II, has been charged with wiping 
out whole families ranging in age from babies to adults, killing the 
entire population of several mountain villages, the cremation of 
crowds of people in churches and in homes. Members of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy have been pressuring members of Congress on 
Artukovic’s behalf. 


@ During the 1957-58 school year 123,166 children were excused from 
New York public schools one hour each week to receive religious instruction. 
This was a record since the inception of the program. 


@ The new Social Christian government (Roman Catholic) of 
Belgium is being importuned by the church to revoke legislation 
passed by the former government which made certain reductions in 
the subsidies allowed to Roman Catholic schools. The National Con- 
federation of Parent Associations (Roman Catholic) has asked the 
government to restore to parents “complete freedom” in choosing 
their children’s education. 
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Spain Denies Exit Visa 
To Protestant Bishop 


Spanish officials have refused an 
exit visa to Protestant Bishop Santos 
M. Molina who heads the Spanish Re- 
formed Church, to attend the Lam- 
beth Conference of Anglican Bishops. 
Bishop Molina said he doubted that 
the refusal had anything to do with 
the fact that he had once been impris- 
oned for being a freemason. Origi- 
nally sentenced to 12 years, he was re- 
leased after serving only three. 

Bishop Molina was consecrated a 
bishop in 1956 by an Anglican bishop 
and two Protestant Episcopal bishops 
at a ceremony behind closed doors, in 
accordance with the law governing 
Protestant worship in Spain. 


Other Cases 


Spain, a country which for years 
has received vast aid in various cate- 
gories from the U.S., remains one of 
the few countries that continues to 
obstruct travel for clergymen. Other 
restrictions on Protestants continued 
in Spain. The New York Times re- 
ports that a young Protestant soldier, 
Juan Tenes Costa, has been sentenced 
to three months imprisonment by a 
military court in Madrid for refusing 
to genuflect during an open air mass 
which military discipline required him 
to attend, Other young Protestants 
have received sentences at hard labor 
for the same offense in previous years. 

Dr. Theodore F. Adams, President 
of the Baptist World Alliance, return- 
ing from Spain said that the situation 
there in regard to religious freedom 
was discouraging. 
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Dobbs Ferry 
(Continued from page 1) 


and said that because of this they 
could do nothing. John A. McCreedy, 
spokesman for the school board, re- 
plied that the Sisters “have not made 
a single counter-offer.” 

That was that. Obedient to the vot- 
ing directive of their priest Roman 
Catholic citizens joined forces with 
those opposed to any increase in taxes 
and the bonds were beaten 1,381 to 
1,158. Exultant Catholics staged a 
horn-honking automobile parade 
through the center of town as soon 
as the outcome of the voting was 
known. 

The honking horns were a bizarre 
death knell for public education in 
Dobbs Ferry. 





Church Subsidy 


Stands 


In Lincoln Square Case 


A three-year battle waged by POAU and other groups to prevent use of 
eminent domain and some $3% million of tax funds for the benefit of Ford- 
ham University, a Jesuit institution owned by the Roman Catholic Church, 


has ended in failure. 


The case against the Lincoln Square project remained technically alive 


through the filing of four new law- 
suits in Federal Court. A new feature 
in these suits was the naming of Al- 
bert M. Cole, Administrator of the 
Federal Housing and Home Finance 
Agency, as a defendant. The suits re- 
peated the charge that city and Fed- 
eral authorities had no right to sell 
land in the project to Fordham Uni- 
versity. 

The U.S. Supreme Court on June 
9 refused to consider constitutional 
objections to the mark-down re-sale 
of publicly acquired land to Fordham. 
The POAU objection was based on the 
ground that such an acquisition and 
re-sale, subsidized by tax funds, vio- 
lated the principle of separation of 
church and state. 

Justice William O. Douglas agreed 
with the POAU contention to the 
extent that he noted his dissent to the 
decision of the majority not to hear 
the case. Possibly there were other 
dissenters since dissents on a matter 
of review are not ordinarily made pub- 
lic. 

Six cases had been brought in Fed- 
eral or state courts by opponents of 
the Fordham project. Spearheaded by 
the Lincoln Square Chamber of Com- 
merce and its indefatigable attorney, 
Harris L. Present, the fight was 
strongly supported by the New York 
Chapter of POAU under the leader- 
ship of Dr. Barrett Rich. 


St. Matthews Out 


The opposition accomplished at 
least one tangible result: the attempt 
to make Lincom Square a virtual 
Roman Catholic enclave was thwarted 
by the elimination of St. Matthews 
Church of that denomination from 
the resale plans. 

The original prospectus had pro- 
vided a greatly enhanced site for St. 
Matthews Church—an area with 
room for a new parochial school, a 
rectory and convent, thus assuring 
cultural domination of the entire Lin- 
coln Square area. In his testimony 
before the New York City Board of 
Estimate a representative of POAU, 
Rev, C. Stanley Lowell, showed that 
Protestant and Orthodox churches 
were being eliminated from Lincoln 
Square in order to provide the en- 
larged site for St. Matthews. “If this 
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isn’t favoring one church over others, 
what is it?” he asked. 


Far-Ranging Effects 


This new triumph of the Roman 
Catholic Church, achieved with the 
support of Mayor Wagner, Robert 
Moses and other New York politi- 
cians, may have far-reaching effects 
on the whole American pattern of 
church-state separation. The right of 
the government, under eminent do- 
main, to oust long-time tenants from 
their homes and businesses in order 
to set up a mission of a church, has 
now been established in our courts. 


Some of these effects were quickly 
seen. In Providence, R. I. Mayor 
Reynolds and the City Council 
launched a comparable maneuver on 
behalf of one of the Roman Catholic 
Churches there. City-owned land was 
sold at something less than half its 
assessed valuation to Father Russell 
J. McVinney for a parochial school. 

But, since one good turn deserves 
another, Mayor Reynolds added 
something new to the program. He 
and his colleagues have offered to 
clear the site for Father McVinney at 
taxpayers’ expense. (In Lincoln 
Square the purchasers are to clear 
their own sites). 

The Providence Journal which has 
vigorously protested other giveaways 
of public properties to the Roman 
Catholic Church in Rhode Island has 
risked boycott to protest the new 
plunder. Said the shocked Journal: 
“Is the Mayor establishing a prece- 
dent he may be stuck with in the fu- 
8... %" 


Joy in St. Louis 


Officials of another Jesuit institu- 
tion, St. Louis University, were jubi- 
lant. They insisted that the award to 
Fordham legalized their own plan to 
acquire at non-competitive resale a 
spacious land area for their campus 
in downtown St. Louis. 

There was a general impression in 
Washington that similar challenges of 
“slum clearance” programs on the 
church-state issue would meet a fate 
similar to Lincoln Square. 


St. Maurice — 
In the Army Now? 


The U.S. Infantry has—or hasn’t 
—a patron saint, depending on your 
source of information. The Depart- 
ment of the Army says it recognizes 
no official patron, but the Army Times 
reports otherwise. 

Confusion began soon after an offi- 
cer at the Fort Benning (Ga.) Infan- 
try School announced a project to de- 
clare St. Maurice patron of U.S. foot 
soldiers. A statue was to be carved, 
a medal struck, scrolls engraved and 
leaflets printed. But the project 
bogged down when Army “welfare 
funds” were denied for these pur- 
poses. 


Program Downgraded 


Forced to rely on their own money 
for this sectarian display, Catholic 
laymen substituted a painting of the 
soldier-saint for the more expensive 
statue first sought. 

Chief of Army Chaplains Patrick 
J. Ryan (Roman Catholic) ordered 
the Fort Benning chaplain not to al- 
low a statue to be erected unless Prot- 
estant objections were withdrawn. 

Ryan’s orders, however, did not ap- 
ply to Major General Herbert B. 
Powell, commanding general of the 
Infantry Center, who, according to 
the Army Times recently unveiled the 
saint’s picture in the main entrance 
of the school. 

St. Maurice, said Ryan, is patron 
of all Roman Catholic infantrymen 
but not necessarily of foot soldiers of 
other faiths, The Army Times, no 
doubt weighing these words against 
the fact that the picture was painted 
by an Army wife, hung in an Army 
building and unveiled by an Army 
officer, labeled Maurice simply, “pa- 
tron of the Infantry.” 
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Membership Fee 
Upped by Board 


Annual membership in POAU will 
cost $5 per year after December 31, 
1958. Rising costs and an expanded 
program were reasons given for this 
increase by the Board of Trustees. 

Persons wishing to renew member- 
ship at the present $3 rate may do so 
before January 1. As before, the 
membership fee will include a sub- 
scription to CHURCH AND STATE. 


CHURCH AND STATE 
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Tax Exemption 
(Continued from page 1) 





Senator Olin Johnston 


Code of 1954 need strengthening 
amendments to embrace such or- 
ganizations engaged in commer- 
cial or business activities, I 
should certainly favor such 
amendments.” 


In a release to the press on July 17, 
Glenn L. Archer, executive director 
of POAU pointed out that this ruling 
assured exemption for Noviate table 
and dessert wines produced for com- 
mercial consumption by Novitiate of 
Los Gatos, Calif., a Jesuit order. Mr. 
Archer said that since the Jesuits 
were priests of the Roman Catholic 
Church, Novitiate wines would cer- 
tainly be exempt from the tax under 
“this capricious ruling.” 


“Property of Pope” 


The Christian Brothers of Napa, 
Calif., operating as De LaSalle Insti- 
tute, meanwhile continued to press 
their suit to recover $490,000 in taxes 
on their unrelated business income 
which they claimed had been wrong- 
fully assessed. Their claim for refund 
was based on the ground that “all 
property of plaintiff is church prop- 
erty, subject to the control of the 
Pope,” and therefore exempt from 
such taxation as church activity. 


Mr. Archer’s statement added: 


“Actually, the liquor business is 
only one example of church sponsored 
commercial operations which will bear 
close scrutiny in regard to Federal 
tax policy. Some other examples are: 
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Job ‘Threatened’ 


by Father Dacey, 
Says Endicott Principal 


[Headline Photographed from Binghamton Press, July 2, 1958] 





church gambling operations, church 
bakeries and canneries, fruit pack- 
ing industries, radio stations and mo- 
tion-picture theatres.” 


The statement concluded with high 
praise for the General Assembly of 
the United Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A. which at Pittsburgh on 
June 2, instructed its foundation “to 
make no investment in unrelated busi- 
ness where such income tax exemp- 
tions are allowable.” 


+ 


POAU Files Brief 
In Loyola TV Case 


Attorneys for POAU have filed a 
brief of amicus curiae in the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia, in the case of James A. Noe 
et al V. F.C.C: and Loyola University. 


The brief urges denial of a TV 
channel to Loyola on the ground that 
“the men who control Loyola Uni- 
versity have taken a solemn vow of 
perpetual obedience to the Roman 
Pontificate which commits them to it 
in a very complete sense.” 


Section 310 (a) of the Communi- 
cations Act is cited. It provides that 
no license shall be granted to “any 
alien or the representatives of an al- 
ien; any foreign government or the 
representative thereof .. . or to any 
corporation organized under the laws 
of a foreign country .. . if the public 
interest will be served by the refusal 


? 


The brief asked that the universi- 
ty’s license be annulled since ‘every 
member of the (Jesuit) Order is sub- 
ject to the absolute direction of the 
Pope . . . who claims the allegiance 
of (his) votaries regardless of their 
place of residence and regardless of 
their citizenship in other nations.” 


Charles D. Knapp, veteran princi- 
pal of Johnson School in Endicott, 
New York still has his job, the confi- 
dence of the school board and the re- 
spect of the public, despite the threat 
of a local Roman Catholic priest that 
he “would run him out of town.” (The 
telephone threats printed in the Bing- 
hamton Press were denied by the 
priest. ) 

Father Michael J. Dacey, young, 
ambitious, and outspoken enemy of 
the public schools, had been suggest- 
ed as P.T.A. speaker at a meeting of 
the program committee. Mr. Knapp 
objected. He said he didn’t want to 
give Father Dacey a forum for his 
attack on the schools. He suggested 
other priests who were known as sup- 
porters of the public school system. 


Calls Knapp 


But Father Dacey’s votary rushed 
home and phoned the priest that his 
bid had been turned down. The priest 
then called Mr. Knapp on the tele- 
phone and made his threats. Mr. 
Knapp called the press and gave the 
facts which were printed along with 
Father Dacey’s denial that he had 
said any such thing. 

Father Dacey later filed with the 
School Board charges of “religious 
discrimination” against Mr. Knapp. 

“This is not .. . discrimination .. .” 
said Mario F. George, president of 
the Board of Education. “It is merely 
an expressed disapproval of having a 
certain person—namely Father Da- 
cey—speak within our system when 
he is known to be against public 
schools.” 


“Deeply Grieved” 


Msgr. James E. Callaghan, speak- 
ing for Father Dacey’s superior, Bish- 
op Walter A. Foery, said the bishop 
“would be most deeply grieved if the 
situation developed into a clash be- 
tween Catholics and Protestants.” 
Msgr. Callaghan said that Father Da- 
cey was on his own so far as his 
charges were concerned. 





Sect-Administered 
Foreign Aid 
A Proselyting Tool 


A scholarly analysis of church re- 
lief activities on Formosa published 
by The Christian Century in its 
June 18 issue, indicates that this pro- 
gram in that area is in a sad mess. 
The major facts in the Century’s ex- 
posé have been confirmed by officials 
of the Food Distribution Division 
which, in cooperation with I.C.A., ad- 
ministers the program. 

The program in question is carried 
out under public law 480, title 3. Un- 
der this title churches can qualify as 
distribution agents abroad for govern- 
ment-owned surplus commodities if 
they can provide adequate distribu- 
tion facilities and assume some share 
(the proportion varies) of the cost 
of transportation. 


Sheen Favors 


This was the program eulogized by 
Bishop Fulton J. Sheen when he urged 
(see May Review) that the church 
should take over the total administra- 
tion of such relief care. Bishop Sheen’s 
proposal invited a close inspection of 
this church related program. Last year 
The National Catholic Welfare Con- 
ference distributed 1,174,402,469 
pounds of commodities, much of this 
government-supplied surplus food, 
valued at $123,239,233. (The Catho- 
lic estimate puts the money figure at 
$148,000,000). Church World Service 
(Protestant) shipments were 362,- 
567,866 pounds valued at $34,363,- 
866. The $123 million or $148 mil- 
lion distribution abroad cost the 
Roman hierarchy $5 million, accord- 
ing to Catholic figures; the Protes- 
tants’ $34 million distribution cost 
them commensurately less. 


“Shameless” 


According to the factual findings 
of The Christian Century, this pro- 
gram, so largely financed by the tax- 
payer, has been used for shameless 
proselyting. (The indictment is lev- 
eled at Formosa only). 

Roman Catholic churches were 
built on Formosa in places where 
there were no Roman Catholics and 
they were built to serve as distribu- 
tion centers. The surplus commodities 
were frankly used as come-ons to win 
converts and as bribes for the faith- 
ful. The U.S. government in its offi- 
cial survey was sharp in its criticism. 
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The Century says that Secretary of 
Agriculture Ezra Benson was “deeply 
disturbed”’ at the use of U.S. surplus 
goods to make converts. 

(As this issue went to press, there 
were reports of bitter strife in Poland 
between the Roman Catholic Church 
and the government over the surplus 
commodities program. Both were cov- 
eting the “prestige” that accompanied 
control of the distribution). 

A further weakness of the church 
distribution on Formosa was the hope- 
less confusion between the Protestant 
and Catholic administrations. A theo- 
retical “50-50 division” of the re- 
sponsibility did not work because 
each crowd was scrambling to get the 
cards of its own members. 


Plan Fails 


An arrangement whereby the Rom- 
an Catholics would administer the 
entire program one month and the 
Protestants the next month, blew up 
when the Catholics inexplicably pulled 
out at the last minute. 


One official at Food Distribution 
commented: “We have begun to won- 
der if distribution under government 
auspices may not be better in situa- 
tions where large-scale relief programs 
are required.” 





Mark Your Calendar Now! 


The Eleventh National Conference on 
Church and State will take place in St. 
Louis, Missouri, on Monday and Tues- 
day, February 9 and 10, 1959. 











Assemblies of God 
Endorse POAU 


The Assemblies of God denomina- 
tion, at its Tennessee District meet- 
ing in May vigorously endorsed the 
work of Protestants and Other Ameri- 
cans United for Separation of Church 
and State. Its resolution of endorse- 
ment also sought the assistance of 
POAU in making an inquiry of Gov- 
ernor Frank Clement who had affixed 
his signature to a Tennessee General 
Assembly resolution commending the 
Knights of Columbus. 

Nationally, the Assemblies of God 
have a membership of more than 400,- 
000. Their leadership is alert to the 
propaganda which threatens the 
American tradition in church and 
State. 





The Law 


in Action 











Rev. James Glisson, pastor of the 
MeLemoresville (Tenn.) Baptist 
Church, was fined $50 and given a 
10-day jail sentence (suspended) for 
refusal to reveal in court what he de- 
clared was confidential information 
given him by both parties in a divorce 
case. 


x* * * 


A Roman Catholic adoption agency 
in Des Moines, Iowa has asked Judge 
C. Edwin Moore to rescind an order 
of his own court giving custody of a 
child to Mr. and Mrs. Chester H. 
Idso. The agency sought the reversal 
on the ground that the mother (who 
had consented to the adoption) was 
a Roman Catholic. 


x* * * 


Claude L. Love, Assistant State At- 
torney in North Carolina has warned 
that it is illegal to conduct Bible 
classes in public school buildings, a 
practice widely followed in the state. 
R. L. Smith, Greensboro superintend- 
ent of schools, indicated that the 
classes would be continued there un- 
til there was a legal challenge. 


* *x* * 


A change in Pennsylvania’s consti- 
tution making possible direct appro- 
priation of state funds to sectarian 
hospitals has been urged by the Hos- 
pital Association of Pennsylvania. 
The group transmitted its proposal 
to the Commission on Constitutional 
Revision which is to report to the 
1959 General Assembly. 


* * * 


A Hartford, Conn. coroner, Louis 
W. Schoefer, has attributed blame for 
an automobile accident which caused 
the death of three nuns, to the head- 
dress of the nun driving the vehicle. 
He recommended to the State Com- 
missioner of Vehicles that “careful 
consideration be given to the licens- 
ing of persons to drive motor vehicles 
when the headdress of the operator 
might interfere with maintaining a 
proper lookout... .” 


*-_ * * 


For second year, Omaha is field- 
testing plan where public schools leave 
one week-night free of activities for 
religious programs of churches. 
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Trujillo Plot Thickens 





Dr. Galindez 


Either Dominican Dictator Tru- 
jillo hired Gerald Lester Murphy to 
fly Dr. Jesus de Galindez (living or 
dead) to the Dominican Republic 
March 12, 1956 and then had Murphy 
himself done away; or he hired a cou- 
ple of other fellows to do the job; or 
somebody else had Galindez killed 
for some other reason; or there’s 
nothing to it at all and Galindez is 
still hale and hearty, going about his 
business in Shangri-la. 

That’s about where the Galindez 
mystery stands at the moment. The 
outspoken foe of Trujillo’s dictator- 
ship disappeared from New York on 
the March 12, 1956 date and Tru- 
jillo has been accused of his kidnap- 
murder. The annoyed dictator hired 
Morris Ernst, a New York lawyer, to 
make “an impartial investigation.” In- 
stead, Mr. Ernst prepared and pub- 
lished a legal brief proving his client 
could have had nothing to do with it. 

Unsatisfactory 

It was a good enough brief, as 
briefs go, but it satisfied nobody. No- 
tably unsatisfied was Rep. Charles O. 
Porter, a Zola-like character from 
Oregon, who is quite sure Galindez 
was on Murphy’s plane and was car- 
ried to the Dominican Republic that 
night. 

The New York Times, a journal 
not noted for sensationalism, pub- 
lished on June 23 photographs of 
Murphy’s notebook containing two 
references to Galindez. There was also 
a page of cryptic notes referring in 
some detail to the Galindez case. Also 
a record of what could have been the 
fatal flight except that the dates as 
noted are exactly one week off. 


SEPTEMBER 1958, VoL. 11, No 8 


It now becomes Mr. Ernst’s task to 
show why Mr. Murphy, a relatively 
uneducated and unintellectual flier, 
would want to jot down the name of 
an obscure Basque scholar in his note- 
book unless he had some connection 
with him. Maybe he was just dood- 
ling. 


+ 


California Loyalty Oath 


Struck Down by Court 


Officials of churches applying for 
tax exemptions in California will no 
longer have to take an oath that they 
do not favor the violent overthrow of 
the government. Neither do they have 
to swear that in case of war, they 
would not fight against the U.S. This 
was the result of a decision handed 
down by the Supreme Court on June 
30. The decision was 7 to 1. Justice 
Clark dissented; Chief Justice Earl 
Warren disqualified himself since the 
law was passed when he was governor 
of California. 

The decision was based on the 14th 
Amendment, the majority holding 
that “due process of law” was denied 
persons refusing to take the “loyalty 
oath.” The result of the law, the court 
said, would be a deterrence to freedom 
of speech. 

Strangely, the question of religious 
freedom as guaranteed by the First 
Amendment was not considered by 
the court. This was the issue particu- 
larly stressed in the cases filed by the 
First Methodist Church of San Le- 
andro and the First Unitarian Church 
of Berkeley. The court specifically 
noted, however, that the finding was 
in favor of both these plaintiffs. 


+ 


Church Aid Pledged 
By DeGaulle 


Ten years ago, General Charles De- 
Gaulle made a political promise to 
French Catholics which he is now in 
a position to keep. As reported in the 
January, 1949, issue of CHURCH AND 
STATE, he “pledged to issue, when in 
power, a Christian education decree 
giving satisfaction to all Catholics. 

“Speaking before the closing ses- 
sion of his party, the R.F.P., De- 
Gaulle said that hundreds of church 
schools are on the verge of closing 
because they lack financial support. 
‘There is no reason,’ he said, ‘why 
private establishments should not be 
given help.’ ”’ 


Birth Control Dispute 
Rages in N.Y. Hospitals 


Whether a patient being treated at 
public expense could be provided with 
a contraceptive device prescribed by 
a physician, remained an unresolved 
debate among Mayor Wagner, Dr. 
Morris A, Jacobs, Commissioner of 
Hospitals, Dr. Louis M. Hellman, di- 
rector of obstetrics at Kings County 
Hospital and a number of other phy- 
sicians who found themselves irked 
and frustrated by the present situa- 
tion. 


Church Forbids 


An unwritten rule of long standing 
introduced at the behest of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy, has forbidden 
birth control therapy in New York’s 
public hospitals. Dr. Hellman stated 
on May 3 that if it were necessary for 
him to prescribe a device for a patient 
with incurable heart disease, “the city 
would not supply that device and I 
would probably be called in. . . and 
told this was unwise. . .” 

In a vague letter written April 11 
Dr. Jacobs intimated that he did not 
intend to interfere “in ethical rela- 
tionships between patient and phy- 
sician.” 

On July 18, however, The New 
York Times printed a story in which 
Dr, Jacobs was accused of giving a 
doctor orders not to fit a contracep- 
tive device on a diabetic woman pa- 
tient. The doctor complained that 
this act of interference made it nec- 
essary for the woman to be steri- 
lized since she could not afford private 
medical consultation, and another 
pregnancy might cause her death and 
that of her baby. 


Others Protest 


Rev. Dan F. Potter, executive di- 
rector of the Protestant Council of 
New York, declared: “Persons of 
Protestant background and faith 
should not be deprived of accepting 
medical therapeutic information,” in- 
cluding assistance in birth control. 
The American Jewish Congress issued 
a statement which said: ‘The Com- 
missioner’s ruling is . . . exclusively 
an act of religion. . . . A tax-support- 
ed hospital may not be operated as if 
it were a sectarian institution.” 

Mayor Wagner said he intended to 
get the facts; he did not say what he 
intended to do with them. 

+ 

Youth camps sponsored by church 
and other non-profit groups would re- 
ceive Federal aid according to terms 
of H. R. 12778 offered by Rep. Ro- 
land V. Libonati, ( D-Ill.) 





CHURCH SPOKESMAN 
BLASTS GAMBLING ENFORCEMENT 


John J. Rafferty of New Brunswick, 
an official representative of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, has blasted the 
law enforcement program of the New 
Jersey Bingo-Raffles Commission. Ac- 
cording to the Elizabeth Daily Jour- 
nal, June 6, Rafferty complained that 
the Commission had interfered with 
bingo and raffle games in parishes of 
his denomination. 

Despite the purely charitable ob- 
jective of these games, Rev. Richard 
Gerbino, pastor of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Church, told a committee of 
the New Jersey Senate, his church had 
lost the right to hold bingo and raffles 
for 30 months. The excessive penalty 
was the result of giving door prizes 
and holding cash raffles, both illegal 
under New Jersey regulations. 

The priest bitterly complained that 
the revocation of his permit had cost 
the parish “between $65,000 and 
$70,000.” 

No such problems were encountered 
at church bingo games in the District 
of Columbia. These games are patent- 
ly illegal under Section 1504 of the 
District Code, yet they continue their 
well-advertised way in certain Roman 
Catholic parishes of the District. 


+ 





New Item 


“Religion and Values in Public 
Education” 
by C. Emanuel Carlson 
One copy, 5c; 12 for 50c 


POAU 
1633 Mass. Ave., N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. 











Hierarchy Asserts Control 
Over All Divorce Cases 


The Roman Catholic bishop of 
Pittsburgh has taken over the admin- 
istration of all divorce cases in his 
diocese. The cases include those in- 
volving Protestants and Jews as well 
as members of his own denomination. 
The superiority of ecclesiastical au- 
thority over civil authority in divorce 
cases was asserted by Bishop John F. 
Deardon of Pittsburgh. His statement 
said: “We maintain that an attorney 
is not competent to judge the exist- 
ence or nonexistence of the sacred 
contract of marriage.” 


Bishop Deardon ordered all Roman 
Catholic lawyers to report to him the 
facts on any divorce case and get 
clearance from him before bringing 
it to court. 

Similar authority for Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchs was asserted almost 
simultaneously by Archbishop Edwin 
V. Byrne of Santa Fe. He issued a 
like directive to the lawyers of his 
diocese. 

It was reported that similar dioce- 
san statutes existed in Chicago, Cin- 
cinnati, and possibly other dioceses. 


Msgr. Jacob C. Shinar, in, explain- 
ing Bishop Deardon’s rule, declared 
that Roman Catholic judges would be 
excused from reporting to the bishop 
in divorce cases. There are, however, 
well known moral instructions to 
Roman Catholic civil judges which, 
it was assumed, would supply the nec- 
essary guidance in their cases. 


Mr. J. Vincent Burke, president of 
the Allegheny County Bar Associa- 
tion, himself a Roman Catholic, com- 
mented that the church “is putting a 
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great burden on Catholic lawyers.” 
He insisted that there is a “definite 
separation between church and state” 
and that “the moral aspects of divorce 
are a matter for the church and the 
civil aspects are a matter for the 
courts.” 


+ 


Religion Query 
Still Alive 


Reports of the demise of the re- 
ligious question in the census have 
been greatly exaggerated, it was re- 
vealed by a letter from Robert W. 
Burgess, Director of the Bureau of 
the Census, to Glenn L. Archer, ex- 
ecutive director of POAU. 

Mr. Burgess’ letter of June 18 indi- 
cated that while the question had 
been eliminated from the 1960 cen- 
sus, the Bureau intended to keep us- 
ing it in the Current Population Sur- 
vey. 

Criticism 

In March, 1957 the first use of the 
question, “What is your religion?” 
was made in a survey. Publication of 
some of the results a year later was 
denounced by Rep. Multer in the 
House, May 26. Criticizing the pro- 
cedures of the Bureau, Mr. Multer 
said: “We see (here) a complete de- 
nial of the principle of equal treat- 
ment of all religious groups in Gov- 
ernment records and a threat to the 
liberties of all religious groups.” 

Undeterred, Mr. Burgess wrote in 
his letter to Mr. Archer June 18: 
“Many have urged that more infor- 
mation, rather than less, on this gen- 
eral subject be made available.” In his 
letter to Dr. Frank H. Yost, associate 
director of the Religious Liberty Asso- 
ciation, Mr. Burgess added: “We do 
not see how in a voluntary survey the 
inquiry infringes on the religious free- 
dom of an individual. . . .” 


+ 





Is Your Address Correct? 


If your address on the REVIEW is not 
correct, please cut out address portion 
and mail it to POAU with corrections 
including zone number. A correct ad- 
dress speeds up the delivery of the RE- 
VIEW to your home. 
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